
 



	
  

  



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Ninth Annual Queen’s Institute on Trade Policy 
 

Towards a new model for  
North American economic integration 

 
 

Canada is at a risky crossroads in its commercial policy. The prosperity and growth of its small open economy depend on 
international trade and investment, but we face unprecedented challenges with a new American President who decided to 
abandon the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) and renegotiate, or “modernize”, the North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) in order to put Americans first. The potential global ripple effects of a U.S. retreat from a rules-based trading 
system bring considerable risk for Canadians. At the same time, some citizens in the advanced economies think that trade 
has not worked for them. Developing an inclusive or progressive trade agenda will require expanding trading opportunities 
to reach and benefit broader groups who previously have not been the focus of trade policy.  
 
Economic relations with the U.S. have been at the centre of Canadian economic policy since before Confederation. A 
predominant, perennial objective for Canadian trade policy should be to maintain access to the (North) American market 
and to US-centered supply chains that is as good as or better than any other country. Part of the School of Policy Studies 
Public Policy & Canada’s 150 initiative, this year’s trade institute focuses on key challenges Canada faces in the NAFTA 
renegotiations. Will it create a new model for North American economic integration, or undermine the basis of Canadian 
prosperity? How should Canadian officials analyze the country’s interests? 
 
Drawing on the experience of former negotiators and academic trade experts, the training objective for the Institute is to help 
a new generation of federal, provincial and territorial trade policy practitioners to acquire the skills and perspectives needed 
to develop trade negotiation strategies, and to provide networking opportunities with their counterparts in other 
departments and levels of government. The Institute is designed for officers who already have considerable experience with 
the basics of trade policy and negotiations. The breakout sessions will be organized to allow more experienced participants 
to go deeper among themselves on issues arising from the presentations while enabling participants newer to trade policy to 
consolidate what they have learned in separate sessions. 

 
  



 

 
 
 

Agenda 
 
Sunday October 15 
Robert Sutherland Hall, Room 202 
Queen’s University, 138 Union Street 

 
3:30  

 
Introduction 
Towards a new model for North American economic integration?   
Antitrade sentiment and economic anxiety have risen, multilateral and plurilateral trade negotiations are 
largely stalled, and the U.S. government has launched a process for renegotiating NAFTA. In the face of 
such challenges, how can Canada promote a more inclusive trade policy agenda that facilitates resource 
reallocation, promotes international connectivity and builds a better global trading system while 
strengthening its role in the North American economy? 
Robert Wolfe 

4:15  Shaping the negotiating strategy 
Moving from theoretical models of sound trade strategy to real life trade policy practice, the discussion 
will focus on how Canada should articulate its strategy for the renegotiation of the NAFTA, including 
relations with Mexico, defensive vs offensive interests, and linkages with other economic issues.   
Don Stephenson  

4:45  Break  

5:00  Introduction to the new new trade theory 
Resource reallocation within industries is a key driver of trade and productivity. This presentation 
examines the new policy implications resulting from firm-level trade models that have changed our 
understanding of the impact of increased trade on productivity at the level of the firm, the industry, and 
the nation. As Canada considers how to renegotiate NAFTA, how should policy-makers identify which 
Canadian firms within industries will gain and which will lose. 
Beverly Lapham 

5:45 
 
6:30  

Return to hotel 
 
Reception and Dinner  
Delta Hotel, Kingston Waterfront 
6th Floor Ballroom 
 
Keynote:  The view from Washington 
How do the political dynamics of trade policy in Washington constrain the options for renegotiating 
NAFTA? 
Caroline Freund 

 
  



 
 
 
 
Monday October 16 
Robert Sutherland Hall, Room 202 
Queen’s University, 138 Union Street 
 
8:30  Economic policy linkages 

Canada’s performance in North America will be affected by macro-and micro-economic policies 
adopted by our neighbours. Price movements, corporate or personal tax changes, immigration 
policy, and exchange rate movements will influence Canadian firms, and their place in global or 
regional value chains, as much as changes in trade and/or investment policies. 
John M. Curtis  

9:15 
 
 
 
 
 
10:00  

A global value chains view of North American trade and trade policy  
How do Canadian and U.S. firms participate and collaborate in global value chains? What effect 
does trade policy have on the competitiveness of North American value chains? Using practical 
examples, the session will include suggestions on how the new thinking applies to NAFTA 
renegotiations. 
Ari Van Assche  
 
Break, and first small group seminar 

11:15  Trade remedy redux 
Are the rules negotiated in NAFTA and WTO over twenty years ago to govern trade restraint 
measures appropriate to today's circumstances? Will the USA seek to strengthen anti-dumping 
and countervail laws or push for new forms of voluntary restraint arrangements? Could Canada 
accept a negotiating outcome removing NAFTA Chapter 19, and rely on U.S. courts or WTO 
rules? Is it possible to negotiate a new set of generic rules, or will major sectors such as steel and 
softwood lumber have to be dealt with separately? 
Terry Collins-Williams 
 

12:00  Lunch 
 
Keynote: The View from Mexico City 
What are Mexico’s objectives in the NAFTA renegotiation?  
What are the benefits of a trilateral outcome? 
Fernando De Mateo y Venturini 

2:00 Making NAFTA a World Leader Again for Services Trade 
How can the services components of NAFTA be modernized, taking into account the changes in 
the world economy of the past quarter century and the advances in other trade negotiations 
such as TPP and TiSA? Will Canada be able to get improvements on the movement of natural 
persons, or the US new rules on data localization? 
Sherry Stephenson 

2:45  Break, and second small group seminar 

4:15  
 

Trade policy communications and consultation  
With rising antitrade sentiment and economic anxiety, how do we maintain public support for 
trade as part of an inclusive agenda? How much transparency is needed, and when? How 
should we consult non-traditional stakeholders? 
Velma McColl 

5:00  SMEs and connectivity 
How can support for small and medium-sized enterprises, part of an inclusive or progressive 
trade agenda, be pursued in the renegotiation of NAFTA?  
Stephen Tapp 

5:45 Return to hotel 



 
 
 
 
Tuesday October 17 
Robert Sutherland Hall, Room 202 
Queen’s University, 138 Union Street 
 
 8:30  Rules of Origin:  The New Old Protectionism  

The new American Administration has highlighted rules of origin, particularly in the automotive 
sector, as a key priority for the NAFTA renegotiations. What are the challenges, and opportunities, 
Canadian firms and trade negotiators face in “modernizing” the NAFTA rules of origin, whether in 
the automotive sector or in other sectors, or how the rules are structured and administered?  What 
can be incorporated from the TPP, and what might be undone from the TPP?  
Andrew (Sandy) Moroz 
 

9:15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10:00  

Regulatory cooperation and trade policy 
Both the global value chain and the new new trade theory approaches stress the importance of 
regulatory alignment for firm strategies. This session will discuss how regulatory cooperation fits in 
free trade agreements, and incorporation of third party standards as a complement or alternative to 
tri-national regulatory regimes. 
Robert Carberry 
 
Break 

10:15  Buy [North] American 
What ought to be achieved on government procurement? How Can Buy American rules be 
modified to benefit workers on both sides of the border? 
Ken Neuman 

11:00  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11:45  

The tough NAFTA choices facing North American agriculture: big deal or small deal? 
Agricultural issues can be expected to play a prominent role in the NAFTA re-negotiations, 
including marketing regulations and country of origin labelling but the most sensitive issues are 
likely to be tariff rate quotas for dairy and sugar. Having in mind the agricultural negotiation 
history of the last 30 years, this presentation will discuss the opportunities and challenges for 
existing agricultural policy regimes of more ambitious or less ambitious trade liberalization 
scenarios. 
Mike Gifford 
 
Lunch 

1:00 Can a modernized NAFTA be inclusive? 
How can NAFTA be seen as part of an inclusive or progressive trade agenda, or a progressive trade 
agenda? How can this agenda be framed for the Americans? 
Margaret Biggs 
 

1:45 
 
 
 
 
2:30 
 
3:45 
 
 
 
 
 
5:00 

Canadian media, the digital economy & trade 
This session will discuss trade implications of the changing global media landscape as the digital 
economy transforms the media industry in North America and beyond.  
Alyson Walker 
 
Break and Third small group seminar 
 
Roundtable: what are Canada’s objectives in the NAFTA renegotiation? 
The concluding session will be a moderated exchange of views with a senior official involved in the 
negotiations on the priorities identified in the small group sessions.  
David Usher 
Moderator:  Gilles Gauthier 
 
Trade Institute ends 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
  

 
 
 
 

Speaker Biographies 
 

Margaret Biggs is the current Matthew Fellow in Global Public Policy at the School of Policy Studies 
at Queen’s University.  Before coming to Queen’s she was President of the Canadian International 
Development Agency (CIDA) from 2008-2013. In this role, she was accountable for policy advice, 
partnerships, programming and performance management related to Canada’s international 
development and humanitarian assistance, including Canadian initiatives on maternal and child 
health, sustainable economic growth, and fragile and conflict-affected states. In this capacity, she also 
contributed to the horizontal management of major foreign policy priorities such as the whole-of-
government mission in Afghanistan. Previously, Ms. Biggs served as Deputy Secretary to the Cabinet 
(Plans) and Assistant Secretary, Priorities and Planning, in the Privy Council Office. As an Assistant 

Deputy Minister she held positions responsible for social and labour market policy and for skills, learning and social 
development programs. 
 
Ms. Biggs has an extensive background in federal-provincial relations and social policy and played a key role in the creation 
of Canada’s National Child Benefit. She started her career at the North South Institute. Ms. Biggs has represented Canada in 
numerous international fora and has served as Canada’s Alternate Governor to the World Bank, as International Executive 
Co-chair of the China Council on International Cooperation on Environment and Development, and on the Board of 
Governors for the International Development Research Centre. Ms. Biggs is a graduate of the University of British 
Columbia and the Norman Patterson School of International Affairs, Carleton University. 

 
Bob Carberry has extensive experience in domestic and international regulatory matters. He has led 
negotiations with over 40 countries related to regulatory market access requirements, been Canada's 
representative at the United Nations FAO standard setting body meetings, NAFTA committees, and 
has faced some of Canada's most significant regulatory crises such as Mad Cow disease. He was most 
recently the chief architect, strategist and team lead for the Canadian secretariat for the Canada-US 
Regulatory Cooperation Council operating out of the Treasury Board Secretariat and Privy Council 
Office. He held other senior executive positions in the Government of Canada at the Assistant 
Secretary level in Central Agencies and within the Canadian Food Inspection Agency, as Vice 

President. He has worked in several regions of the country, in a broad range of positions responsible for implementation, 
oversight and the design of regulatory systems. He has a Bachelor of Science in Agriculture (Food Science) from the 
University of Manitoba and in 2001 received the award for highest academic achievement from the University of Ottawa 
upon completion of his MBA. He is recognized for successes in international negotiation, crisis management and in building 
mutually beneficial relationships between governments, and between government and the private sector. He has retired 
from public service after 37 years and is transitioning to a new role in his area of expertise. 
 

 
Terry Collins-Williams retired from the Public Service of Canada after a career of more than thirty 
years in the field of international trade and economic relations. He participated as a principal 
negotiator in many of the key trade negotiations in which Canada has been involved over the last 
twenty years, including the Uruguay and Doha Rounds of multilateral trade negotiations, the North 
American Free Trade Agreement and Canada's FTA with Chile. He also served abroad in economic 
and trade positions at the Canadian Embassies in Washington and Tokyo and at the Canadian 
Mission to the World Trade Organization in Geneva.  
 
Immediately prior to retiring, Terry was Director General of Multilateral Trade Policy in International 

Trade Canada.  In that capacity, he was responsible for the formulation and implementation of multilateral trade policy, 
primarily in relation to Canada's participation in the World Trade Organization.  He served concurrently as Canada's 
Deputy Chief Negotiator, as well as Lead Negotiator for Non-Agricultural Market Access, in the Doha Round of trade 
negotiations at the WTO.  
 
During the period 2000-2005 Terry was Minister and Deputy Permanent Representative of Canada to the World Trade 
Organization in Geneva. He was responsible for the management of the team representing Canada at the WTO and for co-
ordination of their participation in the multilateral trade negotiations under the Doha Development Agenda. He was also 
lead negotiator for Canada for China's accession to the World Trade Organization. Since retiring from the Government, 
Terry has been teaching trade policy and trade negotiations skills in Canada and internationally, including in Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzh Republic, Malaysia, Barbados and Cuba.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
In the Public Service of Canada for 35 years, John Curtis was the founding Chief Economist of the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade, having earlier served in a number of 
economic policy positions in several departments. Throughout his career, his focus has been on all 
aspects of international trade, most recently on the relationship of trade to the domestic economy, 
particularly in the field of intellectual property, innovation, and competitiveness. With a strong 
interest in Asia over the years, he spent two years with the International Monetary Fund on Asian 
economic matters and some years later played a major role in the development of the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum, serving as the founding Chair of its Economic Committee. He 
was also involved during this period in the work of the OECD Trade Committee. Dr. Curtis has an 

undergraduate degree from the University of British Columbia and holds a Ph.D in economics from Harvard University. 
 

Caroline Freund has been a senior fellow at the Peterson Institute for International Economics since 
May 2013. Prior to that she was chief economist for the Middle East and North Africa at the World 
Bank, after working for nearly a decade in the international trade unit of the research department at 
the World Bank. She has also worked in the research departments of the International Monetary 
Fund and the international finance division of the Federal Reserve Board. 
 
Freund’s research examines international trade, trade policy, and economic growth.  She is the 
author of Rich People Poor Countries: The Rise of Emerging Market Tycoons and their Mega Firms.  She 
has published many articles on the effects of regional trade agreements and edited a volume on The 

WTO and Reciprocal Preferential Trading Agreements. Her work has appeared in academic journals, including: American 
Economic Review, Quarterly Journal of Economics, Review of Economics and Statistics, Journal of International Economics, and 
Journal of Development Economics.   
 
Freund was a member of the EXIM Bank advisory committee from 2014 to 2016. She is on the scientific committees of 
CEPII (Institute for Research of the International Economy, Paris) and the Economic Research Forum (Cairo), is a member 
of the Centre for Economic Policy Research, and on the editorial board of the journal Economics and Politics. She received a 
PhD in economics from Columbia University. 
 

Gilles Gauthier held many senior level positions related to trade policy in the Government of 
Canada, including Minister for Economic Affairs, at the Canadian Embassy in Washington, DC, 
(2013-June 2017),  Chief Trade Negotiator at the Department of Agriculture and Agri-Food (2009-
2013),   Director General. Multilateral Trade Policy at the Department of Foreign affairs and 
International Trade (2007-2009).  Over his career, he worked on several major trade negotiations, 
including the Uruguay Round, the NAFTA, the Doha Round and CETA.  He has served on 5 WTO 
dispute settlement panels and chaired the WTO Subsidy Committee while at the Canadian Mission 
to the WTO.   Mr. Gauthier is a graduate from the University of Ottawa, the Université de 
Sherbrooke and the Université de Paris-IX (Dauphine).    

 
 
For thirty-five years Mike Gifford was directly involved in all aspects of Canada’s bilateral, regional 
and multilateral agricultural trade policy. For the last fifteen of those years he served as Canada’s 
chief agricultural trade negotiator and principal agricultural trade policy advisor to the ministers of 
agriculture and trade. During the course of his public service career, he was involved in virtually 
every major trade negotiation, beginning with the renegotiation of the Canada/New Zealand and 
Canada/Australia trade Agreements in the late 1960’s and the Tokyo Round of GATT negotiations 
(1975-79). He also served as the Chairman of the GATT International Meat Council (1980) and acted 
as the Chief Canadian Agricultural Negotiator in the Canada/US Free Trade Agreement (1986-87), 
the North American Free Trade Agreement (1990-91), and the Uruguay Round of GATT 

negotiations (1986-1993). 
 
Since retiring from the Canadian Public Service in late 2000, he has acted as an agricultural trade policy advisor to the 
Canadian public and private sector and has undertaken agricultural trade policy capacity building projects in China, 
Egypt, Africa and Russia.  Mike Gifford has also acted as a consultant to the WTO and served as a member of a WTO 
dispute settlement Panel.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Beverly Lapham has been a professor in the Department of Economics at Queen's University in 
Kingston, Ontario since 1989.  Her research fields include international trade, international finance, 
industrial organization, and macroeconomics.  She is particularly interested in issues on exchange 
rate pass-through, the impact of international price differences, business cycles, retail industry 
adjustments, and the productivity effects of international trade.  She has been a co-editor of the 
Canadian Journal of Economics and has been an associate editor of the Journal of International 
Economics.  She is a research associate in the Centre for International Price Research and has been a 
member of the Statistics Canada International Trade Advisory Committee. 

 
 
H.E. Mr Fernando de Mateo has been Chairperson of the WTO’s Special Session of the Council for 
Trade in Services since 2005. He was previously Assistant Secretary for Trade Negotiations in 
the Secretariat of the Economy, as well as Assistant Secretary for Trade Negotiations with 
Latin America, FTAA, Europe and for trade in services. Other previous posts include 
Chief Negotiator for the FTAA and for free trade agreements with Latin American countries 
and EFTA countries. He also served as the Deputy Chief Negotiator in the free trade agreement with 
the EU and as Chief Negotiator for services for NAFTA and in the WTO. Ambassador de Mateo has 
published several articles on international economics in academic journals.  
 

 
 
Velma McColl blends her deep understanding of business, government and policy to create 
opportunities for her clients. She works on a range of economic and social issues and specializes in 
energy, environment and green technologies. Prior to joining Earnscliffe in 2004, Velma advised 
Federal Cabinet Ministers on political strategy, policy and communications. She has also worked 
provincially in British Columbia and Alberta. Through her career, she has focused on Canada's 
competitiveness and innovation opportunities, climate change, energy, technology and sustainable 
development. She has worked to find creative solutions across federal/provincial/territorial, North 
American and international boundaries. Her career includes success as an entrepreneur and 
experience working collaboratively with business, academia, think tanks, not-for-profit 

organizations and the public sector.  
 
  A Westerner with fifteen years of experience in Ottawa, Velma studied at the University of British Columbia and the Banff 
School of Management. She is a co-founder of the Canadian Clean Technology Coalition and Women in GR. She also plays 
a leadership role with several organizations including Sustainable Prosperity and the Ryan's Well Foundation. 
 

 
Sandy Moroz joined Global Affairs Canada in 1987, and worked in the trade policy branch from 
1989 until 2013 when he retired.  From 1989 to 1991, he was the Deputy Director of the Canada-U.S. 
Free Trade Division, with responsibilities for implementation of the Canada-U.S. Free Trade 
Agreement provisions related to alcoholic beverages, agriculture and automotive producers. 
 
He was Canada’s lead rules of origin negotiator in the NAFTA negotiations during 1991-1993. 
From 1993 to 1996, he was a Deputy Director in the Tariffs and Market Access Division, and 
Canada’s lead rules of origin and co-lead market access negotiator in the FTA negotiations with 

Israel and Chile.  Mr. Moroz served as Deputy Director of the Softwood Lumber Division from late 1996 to mid-1997. 
 
He was posted to Geneva in Canada’s WTO Mission to the World Trade Organization from 1997 to 2002, with 
responsibilities for goods market access issues and textile and apparel matters.  He was also Canada’s member of the 
Textiles Monitoring Body, and served one year as the Chair of the WTO Committee on Rules of Origin. Mr. Moroz 
returned to Ottawa in fall 2002 to become the Director of the Import Controls Division and then from 2006 to mid-2011, the 
Director of the Trade Remedies Division. 
 
As the Director of the Tariffs and Goods Market Access Division in 2011 and 2012, he was the co-lead goods market access 
negotiator for Canada’s FTA negotiations with the EU, India and the TPP.  He also had overall responsibilities, as Director, 
for the goods market access issues in the WTO and in the FTA negotiations with other countries (e.g., Korea, Ukraine, 
Japan, Morocco) as well as the rules of origin negotiations.  He continued as Canada’s co-lead goods market access 
negotiator in the TPP negotiations until he retired in mid-2013. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Ken Neumann has served as the United Steelworkers (USW) National Director for Canada since 
2004, representing more than 225,000 USW members. He was re-elected in 2005, 2009 and 2013.  
Throughout his tenure, Neumann has been instrumental in building USW’s grassroots political 
power across Canada, as well as facilitating mergers and organizing efforts to allow the union to 
continue to grow.  
 
Neumann has led the USW’s mergers and alliances with the Industrial, Wood and Allied Workers of 
Canada, the Telecommunications Workers Union, the Canadian Region of Communications 
Workers of Canada and the Alliance of Canadian Television and Radio Artists as well as Unite-Here 

Canada.  Under Neumann’s leadership, the USW has organized more than 22,000 new members in Canada since 2008.  
 

 
Don Stephenson joined the federal Public Service in 1981 and served at the Department of 
Communications as Executive Assistant to the Deputy Minister, Director of the Arts Policy Division, 
Director of the Cultural Initiatives Program, and as Cultural Policy Adviser to the Minister of 
Communications.  He subsequently served as Director of Executive Services and of 
Communications at Consumer and Corporate Affairs; as Special Assistant to the Deputy Minister of 
Industry Canada; as Director General, Economic Policy at Western Economic Diversification; as 
Director General, Cultural Industries at Canadian Heritage; and, from September 2000 to October 
2002, as Director General, Trade Policy Bureau II at the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
International Trade.  From 2002 to 2004, he served as Assistant Secretary to the Cabinet, Economic 

and Regional Development Policy, Privy Council Office.  In August 2004, Mr. Stephenson was appointed as Ambassador 
and Permanent Representative of Canada to the Office of the United Nations and to the World Trade Organization, in 
Geneva, where he served for two years as Chairman of the Non-Agricultural Market Access (NAMA) negotiations, a 
central component of the Doha Round of multilateral trade negotiations.  Mr. Stephenson held the position of Assistant 
Deputy Minister, Trade Policy and Negotiations, from September 2008 until his retirement in September 2011.  He 
continues to serve as Canada’s Chief Negotiator for the Canada-India Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement.   
 
Since his retirement, he has lectured at the Norman Patterson School of International Affairs and the Public Affairs and 
Policy Management Program, Carleton University, in addition to serving as an instructor with the Centre for Trade Policy 
and Law at Carleton, the Institute on Governance, the Queen’s Institute on Trade Policy, l’École nationale d’administration 
publique and elsewhere. 
 

 
Sherry M. Stephenson is currently a Senior Fellow with the International Centre for Trade and 
Sustainable Development (ICTSD) in Geneva, responsible for work on services trade. Previously she 
was Senior Advisor for Services Trade at the Organization of American States (OAS) in Washington 
D.C. and Director of the Trade Department.  She has served as an Advisor to the Minister of Trade in 
Indonesia and held positions with the OECD in the Trade Directorate as well as with the GATT and 
UNCTAD Secretariats. She is a member of the PECC Services Task Force and has supported the 
APEC process for many years. She participated in the World Economic Forum’s Global Trade and 
Investment Agenda Council for four years.  She has advised several governments on trade policy 

issues, taught courses in universities in the United States, Switzerland, France, India and Indonesia, and lectured in many 
countries. Her publications address in particular services trade, global value chains, regional economic integration and 
labor mobility. She has edited three volumes on services trade and published more than sixty articles in journals and 
books.  She received a Ph.D. in International Economics from the Graduate Institute of International and Development 
Studies / University of Geneva, and an M.A. in Economics from New York University. 
 

 
Stephen Tapp is the Deputy Chief Economist at Export Development Canada. In this role, he helps 
to oversee EDC’s global economic forecast and develop views of the global economic and political 
situation and outlook. He is also responsible for leading the work of EDC’s Corporate Research 
Department. Before joining EDC, Stephen was a Research Director at the Institute for Research on 
Public Policy, where he managed the International Trade and Global Commerce research program. 
He was a co-editor (along with Robert Wolfe and Ari Van Assche) of the IRPP research volume, 
Redesigning Canadian Trade Policies for New Global Realties. Stephen entered the federal government 
through the Recruitment of Policy Leaders program to work as a senior economist and adviser on 
economic, fiscal and tax issues for Canada’s first Parliamentary Budget Officer. He has also worked 

as an economist and forecaster at the Bank of Canada; at Finance Canada; as a research fellow at the C.D. Howe Institute; 
and an economics instructor at Queen’s University. His research has been published in academic journals, such as the 
Canadian Journal of Economics and Canadian Public Policy. He is a board member of the Ottawa Economics Association. 
Stephen has a Ph.D. and an MA in economics from Queen’s University and a BA from the University of Western Ontario. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

David Usher (BA Hons. [History], Carleton University, Ottawa, 1979; B.Ed., University of Ottawa, 
Ottawa, 1980; and M.Ed., Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, Toronto, 1986) prior to joining 
the Public Service in 1991, worked in the field of development in Nigeria, Malawi, Haiti and the 
Philippines.  In 1991 he joined the Department of External Affairs and International Trade as a Trade 
Commissioner.  From 1994 to 1997 he served as Second Secretary in the Canadian Embassy in 
Turkey.  In 2001 he became Counsellor at the Canadian Permanent Mission to the World Trade 
Organization, in Geneva.  From 2004 to 2008 he was Director of the Trade Controls Policy Division 
and later Director of the Softwood Lumber Controls Division.  From 2008 to 2009, he was Senior 
Departmental Advisor in the Office of the Minister of International Trade. From 2009 to 2012 he was 

Minister-Counsellor and Deputy Permanent Representative at the Canadian Permanent Mission to the OECD in Paris. In 
2012 he was named Canadian Ambassador to Ethiopia, Djibouti and the African Union. He served as ambassador until 
September 2015 when he returned to Ottawa to take up his new responsibilities as Director General, Trade Negotiations in 
Global Affairs Canada. 
 
 

Ari Van Assche is associate professor, chair of the Department of International Business and co-
founder of the International Institute of Economic Diplomacy at HEC Montréal. He is also a research 
fellow at IRPP and CIRANO in Montreal. He holds a BA and an MA in Chinese Studies from the 
Katholieke Universiteit Leuven and a PhD in Economics from the University of Hawaii at Manoa. 
His research focuses on the organization of global value chains and their implication for trade and 
industrial cluster policy. On this topic, he has published widely in academic journals and has 
consulted for various Canadian and international governmental organizations including Global 
Affairs Canada, Transport Canada, the Asian Development Bank and the World Bank. In 2017, he 
co-edited the IRPP volume Redesigning Canadian Trade Policy for New Global Realities. 

 
 

Alyson Walker is the VP of Brand Partnerships at Bell Media focusing on client solutions across 
many of Canada’s leading media properties and platforms.  Alyson has extensive experience in sales 
& marketing, sponsorship, content strategy, broadcast & digital media and production. In her 
previous role, Alyson led the network & broadcast teams at Maple Leaf Sports & Entertainment with 
the Leafs, Raptors and TFC.  Prior to working in professional sport, she enjoyed immersing herself 
in Canadian amateur sport at the Canadian Olympic Committee.  Alyson was responsible for 
sponsorship sales and service, merchandise licensing and commercial rights management following 
her involvement with the Vancouver 2010 Winter Olympic Games.  Alyson holds an MBA from the 
Rotman School of Management at the University of Toronto, is a passionate mentor in the areas of 

media and sponsorship and is actively involved with a number of sport pursuits in her free time.  
 

 
Robert Wolfe is Professor in the School of Policy Studies at Queen’s University. He was a foreign 
service officer for many years, serving abroad in Dhaka, Bangladesh (1977-79) and in the Permanent 
Delegation of Canada to the OECD in Paris (1981-85). His Ottawa assignments included the U.S. 
Trade and Economic Relations Division; and Executive Assistant to the Ambassador for Multilateral 
Trade Negotiations and Prime Minister’s Personal Representative, Economic Summit. After 
completing a doctorate in Political Studies, he joined Queen’s in 1995, where he teaches policy 
analysis and trade policy in the MPA program. Wolfe is a Research Fellow of IRPP where is a co-
editor of Redesigning Canadian Trade Policies for New Global Realities; a member of the ICTSD E15 task 

forces on Rethinking International Subsidies Disciplines and on Regulatory Systems Coherence; a Senior Associate of IISD 
where he works on trade and the post-2015 sustainable development goals; and a Senior Fellow of the Canadian 
Agricultural Trade Policy and Competitiveness Research Network.  
 
 

 
In memory of David C. Elder, 1942-2017: friend, colleague, and long-time contributor to the Trade Institute.  
 

 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


