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Transparency challenge for LDCs includes

1. Providing information to reduce uncertainty faced by importers to 
their markets

2. Using information to better understand export markets 

3. Engaging in committees to solve problems with trading partners

4. WTO reform: can LDCs make better use of transparency 
mechanisms?
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1. Providing information

• Notifications first useful to a country for learning more about itself

• But they can be hard to prepare
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2. Using information in WTO committees

•  The “specific trade concerns” story is familiar—used to seek 
clarification or modification of a partner’s measures

• Many bodies have something that looks like an STC

– “questions”, “consultations”, “issues”, “specific implementation 
matters” as well as “concerns”
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3. Do LDCs make good use of WTO committees?

• Not so much

• A few indicators of engagement
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3. a) Trade concerns database 

• Contains 1450 concerns in 
CMA, SPS, TBT since 1995. 

• LDCs:
– raised 29 concerns
– supported 26 concerns
– responded to 22 concerns. 
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3. b) Agriculture subsidies affect LDC exports

• LDCs have asked no questions of other Members. 
• LDCs have received only 62 questions in the agriculture committee 

since 1995
– Some not answered

•  
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3. c) What about other bodies?

• In five years to 2019:

• 1,158 trade concerns raised in 
WTO bodies other than CoA, 
SPS and TBT

– only 18 addressed to LDCs

– only 4 raised by LDCs
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Why does engagement matter?

• Would cost of researching a challenge be worth it if larger countries 
will challenge anyway? Yes

• If issues only raised by larger countries, or if any resolution is not 
MFN, LDCs lose out

– Importing countries will not change scientifically based regulations 
to assist LDC's, unless shown to more onerous for LDCs than 
necessary.

ØUsing committee can help
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Yes, but LDCs lack capacity…

• True: One or two people in a small mission cannot follow every issue

• Nor can they explain everything to the capital. 

• So how can the WTO reform process help?
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4. WTO reform

• New digital tools 
– eRegistration
– Annotated agenda
– eAgenda 
– ePing
– Notification portal

• Targeted help 
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eRegistration system

• Users can indicate committees they follow
– Receive committee emails
– join virtual meetings easily
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Annotated agenda

• Annotations can provide context and links to previous discussions
– Such a process could be invaluable for LDC's. 

• Could Secretariat use the system to help LDCs more?
– Call attention to LDC-related issue so delegation can seek 

instructions
– Signal issues affecting monitoring of decisions intended to favour 

LDCs
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eAgenda 

• Annotated agenda posted online in advance of the meeting

– Easier coordination in capitals

– Statements uploaded allowing minutes to appear more quickly

• Official in capital could raise a concern in writing, and receive an 
answer, online

Ø In TBT only 8 LDCs have access to eAgenda; not used much so far.
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Improving notifications 

• New notification portal a big step forward

• WTO bodies could consider whether simplifying formats is possible 

• Maybe use data in a Trade Policy Review  report?

– Secretariat cannot submit a notification for a member but could 
match information collected for the TPR with gaps in notifications 
for action by the authorities. 
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Which problems could be raised in WTO?
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• Engagement with traders helps 
identify problematic measures 

• One example: ePing alerts 
users (firms too) about new 
SPS and TBT notifications 
– 1719 LDC users
– 977 are in Uganda, Tanzania 

and Rwanda. LDCs
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Groups



Agreements and procedures are necessarily complex 

• Many committees have or are developing manuals for new delegates

• Synthesis for LDC missions that cover multiple WTO bodies?
– Which parts of each committee most important for LDCs
– How committee practices differ

• Perhaps committee secretaries should periodically brief LDC group 
privately about their committee, big topics, and how to engage. 
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Transparency Champions Programme 

• Innovative form of targeted 
training on how transparency 
provisions work in SPS and TBT

• Helps when officials in capital 
can see what use is made of a 
notification
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Experience sharing sessions focused on LDCs

• Better use of LDC time than trying to engage in all aspects of a 
committee agenda of more relevance to larger traders?

• Needs background analysis by Secretariat or other international 
organizations on how changes in the trading system affect LDCs.
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Three takeaways

• Given small size of LDC delegations, goal of reform should be to 
make it easier for LDC capitals to engage in WTO work.

• Some digital tools may initially be burdensome for Geneva but make it 
much easier for capital

• Programmers should consult LDCs on how to improve digital tools
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