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Familiar picture

« Similar pattern in most WTO
bodies

« The action is at top
— Providing information
» Not so much action at bottom

* Middle crucial:

— Deliberation in committees to
manage conflict

TBT SPS

——

Technical requirements Measures relating to
affecting trade in all products food safety, and animal
(both industrial and agricultural) and plant health

Notifications*
Members alert trading partners
about proposed new measures and

54,643 changes to existing measures. 3 51 067

Trading partners often approach
each other for questions and
comments.

ﬁ Specific Trade Concerns
(STCs)

835 Members regularly raise questions at 585
a full membership committee.
Disputes started
57 Requests for consultations in 54

the Dispute Settlement Body.

Dispute rulings

11 Number of disputes that 14
have resulted in a ruling.

* All types of notifications included. The same measure may be associated with more than
one notification.



Why do we need this database?

wssmessmasss  * NoOthing here that isn’t
s S 1yada Concerns somewhere else on the WTO
21 | ,:f"' f(!: Database WebSIte
‘o oA |  Allit does is cut and paste from
committee minutes

e Butit is a marvel, opening a
108 14 51 window on vital work that is
- : often opaque

This is a beta version. If anything is not working correctly, or something is missing, please let us
know via the contact information below.

585 835

BT




What can we do with i1t?

« Let's dig into the aggregate
numbers with a preset
visualization

This is a beta version. If anything is not working correctly, or something is missing, please let us
know via the contact information below.

108 214 51

CMA

585 835

SPS BT




Major traders

B

MEMBER RAISING THE CONCERN

United States

European Union

Canada

China

Japan

Australia

Brazil

Republic of Korea

Mexico

Argentina

raise most concerns

680

668

335

279

260

222

208

199

194

172

MEMBER RESPONDING TO THE CONCERN

European Union

United States

China

India

Indonesia

Republic of Korea

Russian Federation

Brazil

Japan

Mexico

369

172

157

132

63

63

63

62

58

49



Let’s dig deeper on Canada

Ca nada Member's profile

Select area(s) v

This page provides an overview of a Member's participation in the discussion of trade concerns. To learn more, click on the "As Raising", "As Supporting" and "As
Responding"” tabs to visualize participation.

196 178 43

AS RAISING AS SUPPORTING AS RESPONDING




Canada TBT

Raising

Academic question: FTA partners not question
each other? What about neighbours?



Why so many more trade
concerns than disputes?

« Database can help assess
variables

— Do guestions generate
clarifications?

— What sorts of issues
provoke trade concerns
as opposed to disputes?

—Who is more likely to
use one or the other?

TBT SPS

N———

Technical requi remens Measures relating to
affectin g d all pros d food s: fty and animal
(both indus l nd agric Itural) and plant health

Notifications*

Members alert trading partners
about proposed new measures and

54,643 changes to existing measures. 35,067

Trading partners often approach
each other for questions and
comments.

Specific Trade Concerns
(STCs)

835 Members regularly raise questions at
a full membership committee.

585

Disputes started

57 Requests for consultations in 54
the Dispute Settlement Body.

Dispute rulings

14 Number of dis.putes t‘hat 14
have resulted in a ruling.



What else can you do with the database?

« Has an issue been discussed?
e If It has
—Who had concerns?

—Was it resolved?
—What kind of arguments were made?

 Easier than going through minutes yourself



Concerns about problems not well-covered in rules

National security
— Do trade concerns move faster than disputes?

Industrial policy

— Subsidies, Dumping and Safeguards committees not In
database

—BUT some concerns show up in Council for Trade in
Goods and Committee on Market Access

 Environmental matters



Example: industrial policy in Council for Trade Iin
Goods

« EU — Countervailing Duties on Stainless Steel Cold-Rolled (ID 187)

— Indonesia raises “serious concerns on the imposition of three
simultaneous trade remedy measures” by the EU

— China complains about EU “introduction of a novel concept of
"cross-border” subsidy”

— EU replies that Indonesian industrial policy should be compliant
with WTO rules



Example: 15 concerns mention “deforestation”

screenshot from the database:

Area le

CTG Eyropean Union — Deforestation Free Commodities (ID 203)

Raised 3 time(d) since 03/04/2023.

Reported progress/status: Not Reported

Member

Raising

Paraguay;
Russian
Federation;
Brazil;
Colombia

Member
Supporting

Ecuador; Arge...

Member
Responding

European
Union

12



What can’t you do with the database?

13



Digging deeper on EU CBAM \

THIS TRADE CONCERN MAY BE e

EUROPEAN UNION - CARBON BORDER ADJUSTMENT MECHANISM (ID 148)

RELATED TO

SEARCH

CMA - European Union - Carbon ...
CMA - European Union - Carbon ...

Council for Trade in Goods - Formal meeting of 30 CMA - European Union - Europea..
November 2023

G/Cc/Mha7

* 11 CTG meetings; 13 interventions November 2023 alone

« Sidebar does not include Nov 2023 Committee on Trade and
Environment meeting WT/CTE/M/79 agenda item 2.2.

— EU made a CBAM presentation
— 10 delegations posed questions

14



Take deforestation, again

* 15 concerns in database, BUT

» Sidebar never mentions:
— Concerns in Trade Policy Review Body e.g. minutes of June 2023
meeting on EU review WT/TPR/M/442
— Disputes that may be related e.g. EU Palm Oil wT/DS600/R



Keyword searching useful, to a point

* No keyword coding for three committees
« SPS and TBT do assign keywords to concerns (and HS codes)

« BUT different coding between the two committees
— Example: transparency

SPS codes for “transparency”
— concerns often about notification, which is not a keyword

TBT does not have transparency as a keyword
— many concerns are relevant



Creativity needed without keyword coding

 Guess what words members used in their interventions

* Not easy to find concerns about failure to notify, or implementation before
publication (GATT Art X:1 and X:2)

« Search on context not possible; examples:
— Looking for concerns about “market access”
 results include “Committee on Market Access”
— Looking for concerns about appeal procedures (GATT Art. X:3)

« EU stated that rejection of import permits was communicated orally,
without possibility of appeal

* The representative of Guatemala shared New Zealand's public
health objective of reducing the appeal of tobacco products and
smoking...

17



Carry on the great work, and

« Better search capacity
— More fields to allow Boolean searches

— Consistent keywords, use of HS codes
— API for Al applications?
* Include more committees

18
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